
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

May 18, 2021

Present: Absent: Scott FariaPam Donner
Amie NayKaren Guenette

Jonathan Batista Sarah Butters
Joseph PachecoRaquel Holmes
Jessica Holst
Cheryl Carlsen

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 8:02  a.m.

Approval of Minutes:
Mrs. Guenette asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the April 16, 2021 meeting. Pam
Donner motioned, Raquel Holmes seconded. Minutes were accepted as written.

Co-Op Update:
Karen said that as of last week, 20 juniors and 84 seniors are enrolled in the co-op program
despite the pandemic and challenges we've had this year. She gave thanks to Kerri Carellas for
working so diligently and all of the extra effort she has put in to make sure that we were abiding
by state guidelines set forth for students in the workplace.

Skills:
Karen announced that Jonathan Batista and Philip Walsh placed 2nd at the SkillsUSA state
conference in robotics.

Jonathan reported that it was a great experience and there was even an escape room for
competitors to enjoy.

Karen said she hopes that next year he will get to have the whole weekend experience.

Jonathan said that since SkillsUSA releases guidelines a year prior he is already starting to
work on next year's competition to give him a technical advantage.

Senior Outdoor Movie Night:
Karen said that a couple of student council members met with her two months ago proposing to
hold an outdoor movie night as a fundraiser. It would be open to all students with a 150 person
cap making it first-come first-serve basis. They purchased an outdoor screen that projects 25
feet wide and will be set up in the gym parking lot. Attendees will be asked to bring their own
lawn chairs. They are working on a flyer to advertise this movie night. Additionally, they have
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been soliciting for donations of snacks and drinks so that they can charge for these items and
make money for the fundraiser.

Jonathan asked if SRO LaPlante will be in attendance.

Karen responded that if SRO LaPlante does attend, he will attend as a chaperone and not as an
officer in uniform.

Senior Success Day:
Karen announced that the Senior Success day will be held on May 28th. The School Function
Advisor and Senior Class Advisor have been working together to coordinate this event. The
graduation rehearsal will take place on this day as well as field day activities. Lisa has been
putting together the Senior Video and culinary has volunteered to have a cookout to provide
seniors with lunch. The activities will be laid out in stations for students to rotate in groups of 50
or so. Two of those stations will be yearbook distribution and cap and gown distribution.

Senior Awards Night:
Karen said that the Senior Awards Night is scheduled for this Thursday. Parents will not be
permitted to attend in person, however, the video will be made available at 6 pm on the B-P
website for parents and students who choose to stay home.

Graduation:
Karen announced that this year's graduation will take place on the football field. A survey was
sent out to the seniors to give them a choice between having a traditional graduation or a car
parade and the majority vote won. Due to the current COVID guidelines, guests will need to sit 6
feet apart and graduates can sit 3 feet apart. Whether or not we will allow people to stand
outside of the fence is undecided at this point. We will need a minimum of 3 police officers to
coordinate traffic. In order to keep the IT equipment safe, we will need to have a rain date of
June 12th.

Raquel said we should not allow an endless amount of people to attend if we allow people to
stand outside of the fence. In past years, there has always been a ticket limit and this year
should be no different.

Karen added that students will be receiving tickets with QR codes to avoid exchanging tickets
hand to hand.

DIP 2021-2022:
Karen said that the District Improvement Plan (DIP) for 2021-2022 has been shared with the
superintendent and only a couple of small changes were made. Karen asked for a motion to
accept the DIP as written. Pam Donner motioned, and Raquel Holmes seconded. The next step
is to have it signed by Joe Pacheco and then it will go to the School Committee to be voted on.



Student Handbook Changes 2021-2022:
Karen mentioned that some of the staff suggestions from the guidance department were not
added to the handbook, for example not allowing schedule changes past a certain date. Some
staff suggestions were not needed in the handbook. She noted that this year has been hard for
guidance with the constant changes, but we can’t put something that rigid in the handbook.
Karen asked for a motion to accept the 21-22 Student Handbook changes. Pam Donner
motioned, and Jonathan Batista seconded. Next, it will go to the Superintendent for the June
School Committee meeting to be voted on. Karen noted that last year we also voted on COVID
handbook but that this year it will have to wait until September due to the constant changes and
the Commissioner releasing more guidance.

General Advisory Board Meeting:
Karen said that the General Advisory Board Meeting was held on May 6th. It was well
represented with 11 shops in attendance, a co-op report from Kerri Carellas, and an update from
a parent advisory member. Karen added that we have some minor corrective actions after the
conclusion of the Special Education audit such as having a Reading program for all grade levels
and having more SEI endorsed staff.

MCAS Update
Karen announced that MCAS testing is starting on May 24th for Juniors. Although they were not
required to take it this year, we have given them the opportunity to opt-in to testing in order to be
eligible for the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship. MCAS testing for grades 9 and 10 will take
place every day through the month of June. As of Friday, 40 juniors have opted in to take the
MCAS this year.

MSBA Update
Karen said that the architects met with the vocational staff recently. She then shared her screen
through the Google Meet to show some of the plans. We are already at the point of getting down
to dimensions, placement of machinery, desks, etc.

Open
With no other business to discuss, Karen asked for a motion to adjourn. Pamela Donner
motioned, Raquel Holmes seconded. Meeting adjourned at 9:08 a.m.


